
Department of Art Syllabus 
 

I. ART 417 Art and the Gospel, 3 Credit Hours 
 
II.  PREREQUISITES  
 Instructor’s permission or Art Major or Minor and at least Junior standing. 
 
III. TEXTBOOK  
 Brown, F. B. (2003). Good taste, bad taste, and Christian taste:  

        Aesthetics in religious life. Oxford, England: Oxford University Press. 
 
Howes, G. (2007). The art of the sacred: An introduction to the  
        aesthetics of art and belief. London: Palgrave Macmillan.  
 
Schaeffer, F. A. (1973). Art and the Bible. Downers Grove, IL:  
        InterVarsity Press. 
 

 
IV. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is designed to assist the undergraduate student in the 
production of art works and the implementation of ministering 
opportunities using art so that the student may assist in the spread of the 
Gospel ministry and serve to enhance various Christian arenas of service 
and worship. 

  
 V. RATIONALE 

The goal of this course is to provide undergraduate students with 
opportunities to express their Christian faith through various media of 
artistic expression. Students will also be involved in verbally expressing 
the content of their work to the class (or to a live audience) as a way of 
encouraging others in their faith. It is an opportunity for undergraduate 
students to produce expressive works of art with spiritual content and to 
influence and minister to the world in positive ways.  
The disciplines of art history, studio art, art criticism, and aesthetics will 
provide a framework for the course. As a part of the studio component, 
students will explore creative ways in which art can be used to 
communicate spiritual truths by exploring a variety of media. In 
summary, the goal of this class is to help students have an opportunity to 
express their faith through the arts and to help them see how the arts 
can be used to help others engage in spiritual reflection. 

  
 VI. LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES 

A. To identify major historical, doctrinal, and aesthetic factors influencing  
     the use and omission of art in the church.  



B. To formulate a biblically-based doctrinal and aesthetic position related  
     to the use of art in church. 
C. To gain an understanding of different ways in which visual symbols and  
     artistic creations can be used to express the Christian faith.  
D. To have a working knowledge of basic design principles in order to  
     communicate spiritual principles more effectively.  
E. To produce several original works of art in a variety of media  
     containing spiritual content.  
F. To thematically blend imagery from the Bible with contemporary  
     subject matter in creative and meaningful ways. 
G. To incorporate key components of artistic creation in various forms of  
     ministry, whether as exhibited works of art or as parts of worship and  
     evangelistic activity.  

 
VII. COURSE TOPICS 

The topics will be distributed by the professor. 
 
 VIII. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS AND ACTIVITIES 

A. Lecture 
B. Demonstrations  
C. Studio activities  
D. Critiques: verbal and written 
E. Reading assignments from various art and religion sources 

  
IX. GRADING SCALE 

See Department of Art Syllabus Addendum for Grading Scale and 
Evaluation. 

 
 X. LIST OF MATERIALS  
  Materials list will be provided by the instructor. 
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